• The torture and murder of 3,000 colonists
in the Juniata Valley
• The massacre at Fort Granville on the
Juniata
• The destruction of the Indian town of
Kittanning by the Pennsylvania Regiment
• The life of the “Wild Hunter of the
Juniata,” a man named “Captain Jack.”
Juniata, River of Sorrows is a fascinating
blend of documentary and discovery filled
with so many colorful and unforgettable
characters that readers will feel as though
they were present at some of the most
harrowing events on the River of Sorrows.

Dennis P. McIlnay is Professor of
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Distinguished Professor Award from the
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“In 1961 when I was 13, my grandfather
took me fishing on the Juniata River.”
So begins Juniata, River of Sorrows: One Man’s Journey into a River’s
Tragic Past, a stirring documentary of Dennis P. McIlnay’s trip on the
100-mile Juniata River in central Pennsylvania, and a moving portrait of
some of the Juniata’s earliest—and bloodiest—events. A master
storyteller, McIlnay brings history alive with colorful descriptions of
unforgettable characters and eyewitness accounts of tragedies on the
River of Sorrows:
• The disappearance of the Onojutta-Haga Indians, the first
known inhabitants of the Juniata Valley
• The kidnapping, torture, and murder of some 3,000 Juniata
settlers in the 1750s
• The vicious murder of a fur trader on the Juniata in 1744
and his brother’s relentless quest for revenge
• The massacre at Fort Granville on the Juniata in 1756 and
the bloody role of two brothers in the attack
• The Pennsylvania Regiment’s secret and brutal raid on the
Indian village of Kittanning
• The “Wild Hunter of the Juniata,” the Indian Fighter and
legendary figure of the Juniata, “Captain Jack.”
• Mile-by-mile characteristics of the Juniata
• Boating troublespots and fishing “hotspots”
• 40 photographs by the author
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Juniata, River of Sorrows
by Dennis P. McIlnay
In the summer of 2001, Dennis P. McIlnay
did what many people have only dreamed of
doing. He spent 15 days on a fishing boat,
traveling 100 miles on one of the nation’s
most scenic waterways, the Juniata River in
central Pennsylvania.
Juniata, River of Sorrows tells the story of
McIlnay’s love of the Juniata, which began
when his grandfather took him fishing on
the river at the age of 13. “Since reading
Huckleberry Finn as a boy,” McIlnay
explains, “I had dreamed of floating the
entire Juniata in a single summer.” In this
adventurous book, this modern-day Huck
Finn fulfills his dream—and that of many
others—of floating the length of an American
river.
But Juniata, River of Sorrows is much more
than the story of one man’s journey on a
river. It is a stirring book of remembrance
and research, a documentary of McIlnay’s
trip down the river and a portrait of some of
the Juniata’s most interesting people and
important events.
A master storyteller, McIlnay brings history
alive with eyewitness accounts from the
Pennsylvania frontier as well as rare maps
and journals from explorers and missionaries
and little-known documents from the
Pennsylvania Archives. McIlnay takes readers
back in time to:
• The Onojutta-Haga Indians, the first
known inhabitants of the Juniata Valley
• The founding of Pennsylvania by William
Penn
• The defrauding of the Lenni Lenape
Indians by the Pennsylvania government

